B Video & Imaging
Showcase

M Uniforflis &
Body Armor |

Showcase ',

w




M
3
9

fta

view o

A re







Magnum USA

Testers reviewed Modesto, California-
based Magnum USA’s Stealth and Magnum
Elite series of boots. The Magnum Stealth
Side Zip is a leather and 1150-denier nylon
boot with an insole similar to the Elite. Our
testers found it a full-fea-
tured complement
to the Elite. It is
for the wearer
who wants the
quality of the
Elite but does
not need its pre-
mium features.
The Stealth’s
strong point is
that it is available
in a variety of
sizes and widths.

The Stealth is a
general-purpose
patrol boot made of worthy materials. These
boots felt like crosstrainers, the kind of shoes people
wear when they plan to play basketball and are side-
tracked by an open racquetball court. The Stealth was
outclassed by the company’s own product — the
Magnum Elite.

The Elite Series represents the company’s premi-
um line of boots. Testers reviewed the 8-inch leather
and 8-inch leather and nylon upper models. Both
boots feature a waterproof and breathable Sympatex
Plus bootie.

Magnum’s boots were just as pretty going into the
waterproof test tub as they were coming out. The
Elite 8-inch Leather WP used a high bellows tongue
to make it waterproof high above the ankle. Magnum
also included a mesh lining on the collar and a
flexible cuff.

Testers liked the hardware on the Elite Series.
There were slip eyelets on the instep with a pair of
locking eyelets just above them. The wearer could
pull, then lock, then continue to lace, giving a firm
lacing at the instep. This system was coupled with a
firm yoke that wrapped around the top of the foot
from the heel counter. This turned the boot into a

comfortable walking shoe with a
higher top. With these boots, an
officer can go from the patrol car to

a sprint.

Both Magnum Elite boots excelled in the
backwoods. The tread design was fair on

muddy surfaces, though testers say they would
have rounded the outside edges more. Without the
boot’s excellent lateral support, hyperextension from
the abrupt square edge of the sole would be a prob-
lem. On the beat, testers recognized immediately why
the tread looked the way it did. It was fatigue-free on
concrete, completely silent on tactical missions and a
relief on all-day traffic detail.

The Elite sole felt different than the other boots. It
had a geometry that canted the foot slightly forward
like the thick-soled fashion shoes popular in the *70s.
A wearer can stand still on a concrete floor all day in
the Magnum Elite and still have feet left at the end of
the day. Our testers wore the Elites on shooting
ranges, concrete floors and walking on the trail.

Magnum makes an Elite Kevlar model that is sim-
ilar to the leather Elite WP. The Kevlar breathed
rather well and provided upper rigidity to the pack-
age. This boot proved to be one of the finest boots in
the industry. Our testing team would buy any
Magnum Elite product with confidence.
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